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Get ready for the 
Spring 2022 NECC Out- 
door Theater Produc- 
tion: 

Next up - a comedy! 
Prepare to laugh! 

Lighten Up is a seven 
vignette play written by 
NYC based comic Peter 
Zachari. 

The production _ in- 
troduces a handful of 
new NECC theater stu- 
dents and features NECC 
Alumnus and Profession- 
al actor, Michael Zuccola. 

70 minute running time 
with no intermission. 

Located by the B build- 
ing. Outdoor venue. 


Performance Dates: 


May 5. 4 p.m. *The 
President Performance* 

Come meet NECC 
President, Lane Glenn - 


Complimentary _ tickets 
for faculty and staff. 

May 6, 4 p.m. 

May 7, 2 p.m. 

May 8, 2 p.m. (A spe- 
cial Mother’s Day perfor- 
mance) 


To purchase _ tickets, 
visit: https://northern-es- 
sex-community-college. 
ticketleap.com/light- 
en-up/ 


For more about the 
play, see Page 7 and the 
back page. 


Speechapalooza 


Photo courtesy Professor Kim Lyng 


Students in the Principles of Public Relations class talk about Speechapalooza. Clockwise from 
left, Nicole Sabando, Luke Larkham, Lauren Fitzgerald, Lelliana Igartua and Jose Rodriguez. 


Event returns in person for first time since 2019 


By NICOLE SABANDO 
Correspondent 


On Thursday, April 21, from 
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., NECC’s 
public relations __ students 
will host the first in-person 
Speechapalooza event since 
2019, 

Sponsored by the college’s 
Liberal Arts Journalism and 
Communication program, the 
Speechapalooza event creates 
a public forum that encourages 
students to share their opinions 
and interests with each other. 

If you’re looking for a way 
to better your public speak- 


ing skills or to share some- 


thing you’re passionate about 
with your fellow classmates, 
Speechapalooza is the place to 
do it, 

Hosted by NECC Public 


Relations students, Speecha- 
palooza is made in the hopes 
of bringing back the sense of 
community so many of us have 
lost because of the pandemic. 
Professor Kim Lyng, NECC 
public relations instructor and 
this event’s advising. coordina- 
tor, says “we are all at a point 
where we need the human in- 
teraction; it’s going to be excit- 
ing to get that sense of normal- 
cy back through this event.” 
Though the arrival of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 
put a damper on in-person 
events like this one, students 
are more than excited to share 


-a space with our fellow stu- 


dents and amplify our voices. 
The students are looking 
forward to seeing you all on 
April 21 to share pizza and 
stories, all while in accordance 


with the current COVID guide- 
lines. 

If you are looking to partic- 
ipate in this event, you’re in 
luck -- organizers are currently 
seeking submissions; simply 
send a quick write-up of your 
speech/presentation idea to: 

speechapalooza22@gmail. 
com. 


SPEECHAPALOOZA 
2022 


When: Thursday, April 
21 from | p.m. to 2:30 pm 

Where: Spurk Build- 
ing, Lecture Hall A 

Sponsored by: NECC 
Liberal Arts Journalism/ 
Communication program 


Upcoming concerts in the 
Music Department: 
Wednesday, April 13, 7 
p.m., Cabaret, hosted by 
Music Dept & the Choral 
and Music Club: Sign up 
to sing, perform a music 
piece, dance, read a poem, 
or whatever performance 
you would like to share. To 
sign up, email a descrip- 
tion of your act, and your 
name and phone number 
to Prof. Alisa Bucchiere 
at» abucchiere@necc.mass. 
edu. Include Cabaret in the 
subject heading. Include 
if you will need an accom- 
panist (bring your sheet 
music). Open to NECC 
students, alumni, faculty, 
staff and administration. 
Admission is $5 and is a 
fundraiser for the Choral 
and Music Club. 


Thursday, April 28, 6 
p-m., Jazz/Rock Ensemble 
concert in the Technology 
Center Conference room, 


Haverhill campus. Free 


admission to all. 


Sunday, May 2, 2 p.m. 
Chorus Spring Concert: 
The NECC Chorus is 
thrilled to return and will 
perform in the Technology 
Center conference room 
on the Haverhill campus. | 
Admission is $5. 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elfiott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 
Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby _ 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333. 
either campus. 


_ Editorial _ 
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By Kim ZappaLa 
Opinion Editor 


I believe in our Second 
Amendment Rights to bear 
arms, but I do not think that 
regular citizens should be able 
to acquire automatic or semi- 
automatic assault rifles. 

There has been 119 mass 
shootings so far this year and 
we are only into April. That is 
almost one a day, according to 
Newsweek. 

Last weekend alone, 53 
people were injured or killed 
in mass shootings across the 
country. The deadliest week- 
end yet was two weeks ago, 
when eight people were killed 
and more than 60 were hurt in 
mass shootings across nine st 
ates, according to The Wash- 
ington Post. 


April alone has had twelve 
mass shootings, killing 15 peo- 


ple and 56 have been injured 


and it is only the 5 th of April. 
March had 53 mass shootings 
and February had 40, accord- 
ing to Gun Violence Archive. 

’ Some Republican lawmak- 
ers do not believe guns are the 
problem. For example, Con- 
gresswomen Lauren Boebert 
and Majorie Taylor Greene 
think people are the problem. 

In a Christmas card Boe- 
bert proudly had her four 
young boys brandishing mili- 
tary-style semi-automatic as- 
sault rifles (AR-15s) in front 
of their Christmas tree, she 
shared in a Tweet, right after 
a deadly school shooting in 
Michigan. 

Boebert is the owner of her 


NECC Observer 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Room C318, Spurk building, 
100 Elliot St. Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 978.556.3027 
Adviser 978.556.3027 


Advertising 978.556.3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, 
condense and refuse all submissions. 


Fall 2021 Observer Staff 


Epitor-IN-CHIEF AND : Jose Rodriguez 


SPORTS EDITOR : 


Opinion Epitor : Kim Zappala 
News Epitor : Now Hiring 
Features Epitor : Alex Mahoney 
A&E Epitor : Shaun Hood 
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR : Now hiring 
Wes Epitors : Jose Rodriguez, 
: Shaun Hood, Alex Ma- 
: honey, Jose Rodriguez, 
: Kim Zappala 
FAcuLty ADVISER : Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


<4 @neccobserver 


gun-themed restaurant “Shoot- 
ers Grill.” She has her waitstaff 
armed with guns and encour- 
ages all patrons to wear their 
guns proudly. She also had a 
hissy fit about not being able 
to bring her gun into the Cap- 
ital and onto the House floor, 
according to the Washington 
Post. She shared a video on 
Twitter of her toting a Glock 
around Washington, D.C. 

U.S. Rep. Majorie Taylor 
Greene, a Georgia Republican, 
went as low as to harass David 
Hogg, a high school shooting 
survivor in Parkland, Florida, 
about his stance on gun con- 
trol, according to News Week 

Greene taunted the 21-year- 
old while he was walking from 
a conference because he advo- 
cates for more stringent gun 
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control measures, according 
to Newweek. Hogg believes 
“people should be required 
to have a license to purchase 
a gun-drawing a comparison 
to people needing a license to 
drive a car, hunt, or cut hair,’” 
according to Newsweek. 

Greene has been getting 
backlash for calling on Hogg 
to be “more masculine” and 
to “try hanging out with actu- 
al deer hunters” during several 
tweet exchanges, after Hog- 
gmade the comment ‘about 
needing a licens, according to 
Newsweek. 

Hogg asked Congresswom- 
an Greene how his “class- 
mates’ rights including. the 
Second Amendment were not 
infringed upon when they were 
killed in their classrooms,” ac- 


Gun violence in America 


cording to Newsweek. 

In a campaign ad, Greene 
is seen proudly shooting sey- 
eral kinds of automatic and 
semi-automatic guns. She 
makes it seem like the Dem- 
ocrats are out to take Ameri- 
cans guns. She does not seem 
to be able to conceptualize the 
thought of more diligent gun 
laws, which is what Hogg has 
been advocating for. 

Greene and Boebert 
should start doing their jobs for 
their constituents, instead of 
harassing young victims on the 
street. It’s baffling how these 
two grown Congresswoman 
can’t see the difference be- 
tween taking away Americans 
gun and having more extensive 
gun control and more rigorous 
background checks. 


Spring 2022 NECC Accessibility Resources & Services Events 


in our efforts to build awareness of disability, diversity, access, and inclusion, we hope you 


will join us for the following events 


Sponsored by: The Center for Accessibility Resources & Services (CARS), including Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services 
Additional funding from the Massachusetts inclusive Concurrent Enrollment initiative (MAICEI) Grant 


To register: Click here to Register 


Unless otherwise noted - Students, Faculty, Staff and Guests are welcome to atiend events! 
E i are for Faculty/Staff ONLY and are noted balow 


development of ski 
Society chapter, please attend our 


ee or 


Publication Schedule 
Issue _ Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 
#1 March 3 Feb. 24 7 
#2 April 7 March 31 
#3 April 28 April 21 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 
We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 
or reject those we recieve. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 


ssociation, and the New England Press Association. 
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By Kim ZappaALa 
Opinion Editor 


Cyber conflicts are often 
fought in the shadows, but 
in the case of Russia’s inva- 
sion of Ukraine, it’s a group 
that calls itself “Anonymous” 
that has made the most public 
“declaration of war” against 
Russia for its invasion of the 
sovereign country of Ukraine. 

On Thursday February 24th 
the group had tweeted that the 
Anonymous collective is offi- 
cially “at war” with the Rus- 
sian government. 

Anonymous is a decen- 
tralized international group 
of activists and hacktivists 
collective and movement pri- 
marily known for its various 
cyberattacks against sever- 
al governments, government 
institutions, and government 
agencies, corporations and 
The Church of Scientology, to 
expose corruption, according 
to an Anonymous spokesper- 
son. 

Anonymous originated in 
2003 and members can some- 
times be distinguished in pub- 
lic by wearing Guy Fawkes 
masks in the style portrayed 
in the graphic novel and film 
V for Vendetta. Some “An- 
ons”, also opt to change their 
voices through voice changers 
and text-to-speech while put- 
ting their information on You- 
Tube and other media outlets, 
according to an Anonymous 
Spokesperson. 


By Kim ZapPALa 
Opinion Epitor 


On Friday night, the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
wanted to get with the times by 
passing legislation that would 
legalize marijuana nationwide 
on the federal level. The bill 
would eliminate criminal pen- 
alties for anyone who grows, 
manufactures, distributes or 
possesses the cannabis product. 

The bill passed in. the 
house with a 220-204 vote. 

The bill that the House 
of Representatives want 
to pass is called The Mar- 
ijuana Opportunity Rein- 
vestment and — Expunge- 
ment Act or the MORE Act. 
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The group has claimed 
credit for several cyberattacks 
against Russia which include 
distributive denial of service 
attacks-where the group ren- 
dered certain Russian sites 
unreachable by bombarding 
them with traffic, according to 


~ Anonymous Official. 


In the days following Feb- 
ruary 24th, Anonymous has 
claimed credit for several cy- 
berattacks against Russian 
official sites using the Distrib- 
uted Denial of Service attack, 
commonly known as DDoS, 
and this led to the complete 
shutdown of government sites 
including the Kremlin’s offi- 
cial website and many propa- 
ganda news outlets, according 
to the Jerusalem Post. 

The DDoS attacks seem 
to still appear to be working 
against Russia as of March 
6th with the official site of The 
Kremlin and the Ministry of 
Defense still inaccessible, ac- 
cording to the official Anony- 
mous Channel on YouTube. 

' Anonymous has also tak- 
en responsibility for hacking 
Russian streaming services, 
hitting Wink and Ivi, as well 
as live Russian TV channels 
Russia 24, Channel One and 
Moscow 24 and instead of 
Russian propaganda, the news 
outlets unknowingly broad- 
casted footage of the war with 
Ukraine and pro Ukraine con- 
tent including Ukrainian patri- 
otic songs. 

As the invasion of Ukraine 
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hits it’s twelfth day, Anony- 
mous has successfully infil- 
trated Russian state TV (Rus- 
sia Today or RT) to show the 
citizens of Russia what their 
government has really been 
up to. The group shared foot- 
age of the deed on Twitter that 
shows a TV streaming the dev- 
astation in Ukraine. Footage 
was shared on pro-Kremlin 
channels that showed the af- 
termath of missile attacks that 
have already taken the lives of 
too many innocent civilians. 

The people of Russia have 
been kept in the dark about 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
and had been told that Rus- 
sia was trying to help relieve 
Ukraine of a Nazi like govern- 
ment with policing military 
operations. Some Russian sol- 
diers believed they were there 
to help the people of Ukraine 
get out from an oppressive 
government, according to the 
Guardian. 

On February 24th Anony- 
mous posted photos on Twitter 
showing that instead of regu- 
lar broadcasting, a message 
appears stating “ordinary Rus- 
sians are against this war” and 
called on Russians to oppose 
their government’s attack on 
Ukraine. At the end of one 
video made by Anonymous, 
there is a written message 
which says that “the war was 
waged by Putin’s authoritarian 
regime and not ordinary citi- 
zens.” Anonymous hacks are 
intended to keep the people of 
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Anonymous Warfare 


Russia aware of what’s really 
going on in the global com- 
munity as the Russian gov- 
ernment steps up censorship, 
according to Fortune. 

Russia Today has openly at- 
tributed the hacking attacks of 
their websites to Anonymous. 
They claimed the attacks came 
from the U.S. after the group 
had made their “declaration 
of war”, according to The 
Guardian. A spokesperson for 
the official Anonymous chan- 
nel said, “after statements by 
Anonymous, Russia Today’s 
website became the subject of 
massive DDoS attacks from 
some 100 million devices, 
mostly based in the U.S.,” ac- 
cording to the official Anony- 
mous site. 

According to the Guardian, 
Jamie Collier, a consultant at 
U.S. Cybersecurity firm Man- 
diant say’s the groups (Anon- 
ymous) nature as an informal 
collective makes it difficult 
to attribute these attacks to 
Anonymous definitively. 

“Tt can be difficult to direct- 
ly tie this activity to Anony- 
mous as a targeted entity,” he 
told the Guardian. 

“However, the Anonymous 
collective has a track record 
of conducting such activities 
and are very much in-line with 
their capabilities.” according 
to the Guardian. 

There have been other skir- 
mishes elsewhere in the Rus- 
sia/Ukraine conflict. Partial 
restrictions have been imposed 


Cannabliss! 


The MORE Act would de- 
criminalize and de-schedule 
cannabis. It also would provide 
for reinvestment in certain per- 
sons who have been adversely 
impacted by the “war on drugs.” 

It would also provide to ex- 
punge prior cannabis offenses 
from people’s records and im- 
pose a tax on the sale of canna- 
bis, according to the House of 
Representatives. They tried to 
pass a similar bill last year, but 
it did not pass in the Senate. 

The tax would start off at 
five percent but would eventu- 
ally move up to eight percent. 
Thetax of the sale of cannabis 
products would generate and 
would provide funding that 


would go towards job train- 
ing, mentoring, substance use 
treatment, legal aid, re-entry 
services, and youth recreation 
programs, according to CNBC. 

The bill would also pro- 
vide loans with the intention 
of helping small businesses 
in the marijuana industry that 
are “owned and controlled 
by socially and economically 
disadvantaged individuals,” 
a summary of the bill said. 

“This landmark legislation 
is one of the most important 
criminal justice reform bills in 
recent history” House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-California said 
in remarks on the House floor. 

Pelosi said the legisla- 


tion would deliver “jus- 
tice for those harmed by 
the brutal, unfair conse- 
quences of criminalization.” 

The bill would open new 
opportunities for people 
to participate in the indus- 
try and decriminalize weed 
at the federal level “so we 
do not repeat the grave mis- 
takes of our past,” said Pelosi. 

Legalization of marijuana 
is extremely popular among 
Americans: a 2021 Pew Re- 
search Center poll found that 
91 percent agreed that ei- 
ther medical or recreation- 
al use should be allowed. 

The use of medical mari- 
juana is legal in 37 states. In 


on Facebook and Instagram , 
for example, by the Russian 
government after officials ac- 
cused the social network of 
censoring state-backed me- 
dia on its platform prompting 
Facebook to ban advertise- 
ments from Russian State me- 
dia. Google’s YouTube plat- 
form has also banned Russian 
State media advertisements. 

Twitter has launched on 
the dark web allowing people 
in Russia and other countries 
that have banned the social 
network to evade censorship 
in their countries. Russia 
blocked access to Facebook 
and restricted access to Twitter 
on March 7th in retaliation to 
the platforms placing restric- 
tions on Russia State owned 
media like Russia Today and 
Sputnik, according to the Jeru- 
salem Post. 

People in Russia will now 
be able to access Twitter anon- 
ymously via the dark web- in a 
hidden section of the internet 
that is only accessible via spe- 
cialist software, according to 
the Anonymous channel. 

The word “hackers” tend 
to be thought of as bad inten- 
tioned computer whizzes. Not 
in this case. Anonymous is like 
a cyber-Robin Hood, trying to 
do right by ordinary citizens 
and not for the ill-intentioned 
governments. 

As their tagline says: “They 
are anonymous, the are legion, 
they do not forgive, they do 
not forget...expect them.” 


18 of those states, including 
Massachusetts, marijuana is 
legal for recreation purposes, 
according to the National Con- 
ference of State Legislatures. 

The MORE Act will need 
to gain 60 votes in the even- 
ly divided Senate before it 
can land on President Joe 
Biden’s desk for his signature. 

Unfortunately, without 
a lot of Republican’s sup- 
port for the measure the bill 
is likely dead-on arrival. 

The bill “ends decades of 
failed and unjust marijuana 
policy” Democrat Rep. Ed Per- _ 
Imutter said on the House floor 
Thursday ahead of the vote 
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Fighting mid-semester burnout 
The common trend that binds us together 


By NICOLE SABANDO 
Correspondent 
As another Spring break 
passes and these fleeting mo- 
ments of relaxation come to 
an end, I have found myself 
overwhelmed with — assign- 
ments, a part-time job, and 
the stress of planning the fu- 
ture of my academic career. 
In a. recent conversation 
with friends — all of differ- 
ent educational backgrounds 
and life goals — I saw 
that I was not alone in this. 
I noticed a shared phenom- 
enon that was unbound by 
our discrepancies: the feel- 
ing of the impending stress 
that comes with the final 
two months of the semester. 
From communication ma- 
jors to biology students, to 
undecided majors, no one was 
untouched by this burden. 


It feels like no matter how many days off 
I have, I can never take a break because 
there is always something that needs to 


get done. 
- NECC alumni and current UMass 99 
Lowell student 
One of these friends, someone who takes pride 
NECC student Kia Dimak- in academic excellence. 
is, shares her experience. When we fall behind, 


“Juggling four courses and 
my part-time job has been 
harder to do lately,” she said. 

Dimakis, a communications 
major, has found herself in a 
position similar.to my own. 

“Even though I fight it 
every day, I procrastinate 
my work and fall behind; I 
feel hopeless at this point 
in the semester,” she said. 

She, like many of us, is 


it’s hard to motivate our- 
selves to crawl out of the 
hole, even though we may 
have dug it ourselves. 

This; .Avcreates’ yaa Vi 
cious cycle of discourage- 
ment and procrastination. 

NECC Alum and current 
UMass Lowell student Ian 
Miller shares his experience 
with mid-semester burnout. 

“T tried to have fun and 


rest this spring break, but all I 
could think about was every- 
thing I had to do once I was 
back at school,” Miller said. 

Miller will receive his 
bachelor’s degree this up- 
coming fall and has been jug- 
gling the responsibilities of 
completing this degree while 
also planning his enrollment 
into a master’s program. 

“It feels like no matter how 
many days off I have, I can 
never take a break because 
there is always something that 
needs to get done,” he said. 

When this conversation 
with my friends had ended, we 
were comforted by the idea of 
not being alone in this feeling; 
I remind myself that despite 
any. difficult circumstances, I 
have done the best that I can, 
and will continue to do so. 

Amid the stress, there are 


moments of clarity - when 
we give ourselves the time 
to find peace and patience. 
Dimakis reminds her fellow 
peers, “just focus on your goals; 
you’ ll get there, even if you fall 
behind every once in a while.” 
So, while we may all dif- 
fer in circumstances and the 
severity of them, I urge you 
to remember the  resourc- 
es that are available to us. 
Not only are there academ- 
ic coaches and counselors 
who will aid in your academ- 
ic struggles or in construct- 
ing a schedule that works 
around your lifestyle, but we 
have each other to fall back 
on when we need help; all 
we have to do is reach out. 
RY CNS 205 U ohiiG ces 
https://www.necc.mass.edu/ 
succeed/student-support-ser- 
vices/counseling-services/ 


already taken, up to oe 


credits from an accre 


_ Posit 


Join us for a transfer one-on-one virtual event 
offered every Tuesday in the spring from 1-4 p.m. 
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Students share their 
tips for stress relief 


By EmILy GRAVES 
Correspondent 


‘No matter what major or class stu- 
dents are taking, here at NECC, it’s 
that time of the semester again where 
students are tired and/or stressed from 
prepping and studying for midterms. 

While most students would agree 
that a time like this can-be stressful, 
overbearing, and exhausting, many 
students have come up with their 
own unique ways that. they de-stress. 

While there are countless ways to 
de-stress on campus, like joining a club, 
getting involved in community events, 
or attending a student event, there are 
numerous ways that students take time 
to de-stress outside of the classroom. 

“This past semester I’ve decided to 
run my own DnD campaign. It’s some- 
thing that brings me a lot of joy, so to 
destress I’Il plan and develop the sto- 
ry, make my own characters, and draw 
up some maps for my game. I’ll also 
go park my car somewhere in a nice 
spot and,plan for my game there,” says 
NECC freshman Angelles Amezquita. 

Another NECC student, Anyt- 
za Delgado, spoke about what she 
does during her time away from the 


classroom. “To de-stress from mid- 
terms, I set time aside to do activi- 
ties that don’t require much thinking. 

“For example, painting, taking a 
dance class, catching up on any tv 
shows or movies, or spending time 
with family and friends ... I have 
found that doing these things al- 
lows my mind to take a break, and 
in turn betters my mental health.” 

“When | feel stressed about mid- 
terms I like to go fora walk and 
just. take a couple deep breaths 
to try and calm myself down. 
 “Treally feel like stepping away from 
my schoolwork and my devices for 
awhile really help me to remain calm 
and remind myself that I’m working 
towards my goals in life,” says dual-en- 
rollment ‘student Jessalyn Alessandri. 

If students need extra help deal- 
ing with stress and anxiety not only 
during midterms week, but at any 
time during the school year, the 
NECC website offers multiple ways 
students may reach out for help. 

Under the ‘Student Services’ sec- 
tion, students may choose from three 
different options, whether that be 
counseling services, academic sup- 
port services, or career services. 
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By OLIviA HANSEN 
Correspondent 

On Wednesday, March 9 
the presidents of Massachu- 
setts’ 15 community colleges 
released a statement announc- 
ing that the college campuses 
would transition to mask op- 
tional environments. NECC 
announced that as of March 21 
its campuses would be mask 
optional. 

After almost two years of 
wearing masks, this transition 
was a big change for many 
students. 

After about two weeks 
without masks, students are 
sharing how this adjustment 
has impacted their lives. 

One of these students is 
Maddie Marshall, a dual en- 
rollment student at Northern 
Essex Community College 
(NECC). 

Marshall stated, “It is a re- 


It is a relief after two years of COVID to 
get back to some form of normalcy. I feel 
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the 
shift 
from 


like I am able to interact with people bet- 
ter and it is nice to get to see people smile. 


- Maddie Marshall 
NECC dual enrollment student 


lief after two years of COVID 
to get back to some form of 
normalcy. I feel like I am able 
to interact with people better 
and it is nice to get to see peo- 
ple smile.” 

Gianna McKeown, a dual 
enrollment student at NECC, 
agreed with the importance of 
seeing others’ smiles. 

She added, “The lifting of 
the mask mandate allows for 
non-verbal communication 
that has been lacking through- 
out the pandemic.” 

There are many positives 
that come with the lifting of 
the mask mandate, however, 


22 


masks to no masks was rapid. 

Quick transitions can al- 
ways be challenging and can 
be anxiety-inducing for some 
students. 

Avery Hochheiser, a dual 
enrollment student at NECC, 
initially chose to keep wearing 
her mask when the mandate 
was lifted. 

Hochheiser said, “At first 
I was a little nervous to take 
off my mask after it was a part 
of my life for so long. It gave 
me a sense of comfort when 
everything was so uncertain.” 

After a few days, Hoch- 
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Campus mask mandate lifted 


Students reflect on the switch to a mask optional enivironment 


heiser decided to take off her 
mask. 

After taking off her mask 
Hochheiser said, “I felt ner- 
vous but excited to get into a 
new routine.” 

Whether wearing a mask or 
not, the students all expressed 
that everyone had been sup- 
portive of the decision they 
had made. 

When Hochheiser decided 
to continue wearing her mask, 
she stated, “The — students 
around me respected that it 
was my personal choice and 
everyone continued to treat 
me with kindness.” 

McKeown added that masks 
haven’t gone away completely 
and it is nice to still have them 
there when cold season comes 
around. 

She said “One of the few 
downsides to taking off masks 
is a lot of people are starting 


To mask or not to mask: Now that is the 


By JOHNNA PADVAISKAS 
Correspondent 

Before spring break took 
place’ students at Northern 
Essex got an email from the 
school explaining that the col- 
lege would become mask op- 
tional beginning March 21st. 

It was a weird change as 
most students and professors 
now are coming into school 
without masks, something ev- 
eryone has been used to for 
two years now. 

Many other schools in New 
England have also recently 
dropped mask mandates. 

Some still choose to wear 
the masks, but does wearing a 
mask make a difference now 
that others aren’t? 


By STEVEN ALLEN, 
Correspondent 


According to the statement 
on the Northern Essex Coro- 
navirus updates and informa- 
tion page, the COVID Re- 
sponse Team said that the shift 
to mask optional “will be in 
accordance with current local, 
state and federal guidance.” 

The website also said “the 
school will respond according- 


“T don’t think they work,” 
Kiersten Bird, a student at the 
University of Southern Maine, 
said. 

After discussing new guide- 
lines schools are taking with 
the masks Bird is glad to not 
wear the mask. “I got Covid 
when I was being super care- 
ful, wearing a mask and face 
gear too.” Bird had worked at 
a nursing home for some time, 
where she believes she con- 
tracted the virus. “I mean if 
I’m going to get it, ’m going 
to get it.” 

The CDC claims that masks 
do work and recommend that 
they be worn when cases are 
high in your community and if 
you have high risk for severe 
illnesses. And just because 


Covid cases have gone down 
doesn’t mean that other virus- 
es and diseases don’t exist. 

Immune compromised in- 
dividuals should wear masks 
as they have less chances of 
catching covid or anything else 
for the matter. Wearing a cloth 
mask lessens your chances of 
infection by 56% while a sur- 
gical mask lessens it by 66%, 
and a KN95 lessens it by 83%, 
according to the CDC. 

For those at school who 
choose to wear a mask and for 
those who don’t, it is entirely 
their choice, and none should 
feel bad for the decision they 
make. 

Some things to keep in 
mind would be not to force 
those who don’t feel comfort- 


able to take their masks off, 
as they may have a reason to 
keep them on. Another is to 
not remind others constantly 
that they don’t have to wear 
a mask anymore as it could 
pressure someone. 

The same goes for those 
trying to enforce masks (un- 
less it is a college or state is- 
sued enforcement), it is one’s 
choice to wear a mask. Polit- 
ical issues should also not be 
mentioned as masks are here 
to keep people safe, not for 
propaganda. 

Covid fatigue is a real 
thing, and we all are hoping 
for a little normalcy, however, 
some must be cautious still to 
protect the ones they love and 
themselves. 


Students optimistic about new policy 


ly should conditions change.” 
Later on in the statement, 
it does mention that if stu- 
dents still wish to wear an 
N-95 or wish to receive a 
free COVID test kit, students 
can fill out a PPE request 
form on the NECC website. 
I interviewed a couple of 
NECC students to get their 
reaction about the news. 
“I think that mask op- 
tional is a good idea because 


some people aren’t able to 
wear masks because of a 
condition,” said Méiabella 
D’ambrosio, a freshman at 
Northern Essex. “Some peo- 
ple also just don’t like them 
but I do think there should 
be guidelines for big events.” 


I also asked if we should 
still be concerned with 
COVID despite head- 


ing in the right direction. 
“T think we will always be 


concerned a COVID but 
I also think that as time goes 
on it will become less and 
less scary,” D’ambrosio said. 

I also asked Kaily Burke, 
who has been a NECC student 
since 2018 for her thoughts. 

“It’s hard to say what’s 


the right direction be- 
cause we never know 
what’s next,” Burke said. 


“More variants will come. 
However I know we’ve cal- 


See eee 


to get colds again. However, 
the school going mask option- 
al has allowed me to not wear 
one when I’m comfortable and 
wear one when | am sick to 
keep others healthy.” 

All in all it is a personal de- 
cision whether or not students 
and teachers decide to wear a 
mask. 

Many students have ex- 
pressed that the school envi- 
ronment has been a supportive 
environment and it was com- 
forting for many to get back to 
some form of normalcy. 

In the statement from the 
Massachusetts | Community 
College presidents they said 
that they would continue to 
“closely monitor conditions” 
and reserve the right to change 
the mask-optional status if 
necessary, however they are 
optimistic that they will not 
have to. 


question 


Resources: 

CDC: “Effectiveness of 
Face Mask or Respirator Use 
in Indoor Public Settings for 
Prevention of 

SARS-CoV-2 Infection — 
California, February-Decem- 
ber 2021.” https:/Awww.cdc. 
gov/mmwr/volumes/7 1/wr/ 
mm7106el.htm 

CDC: “Use and Care of 
Masks.” https://www.cdc. 
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/ 
prevent-getting-sick/ 
about-face-coverings.html 

NECC: “Coronavirus Infor- 
mation and Updates.” https:// 
www.necc.mass.edu/pub- 
lic-safety/coronavirus-infor- 
mation/ 


culated the risk at NECC.” 
Everyone on campus is 
required to be vaccinated. 
“l’ve seen a lot more 
masks on campus in the last 
week than [| still do in the 
grocery store,” Burke added. 
While students are still — 
required to get the COVID 
19 vaccines, students, fac- 
ulty, and teachers can all 
take a breather and choose 
to wear a mask if they wish. 


tt 
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SGA election sees lackluster participation 
Student Government saw just 44 student votes for five positions 


By Luke LARKHAM 
Correspondent 

Northern Essex’s Student 
Government Elections came 
to a close on March 3, with 
just 44 NECC student votes 
counted. 

The special election filled 
five positions on the board; 
however, two positions remain 
vacant. 

“In the past, I remember 
seeing low voting numbers, 
but it was always at least 100 
votes. Some students voted 
more than once, and some 
students who are not enrolled 
tried to vote, but 44 is the fi- 
nal count after taking those 
votes that don’t count out,” 
said Stephanie Haskell, SGA 


adviser and election organizer. 

Voter turnout is a drastic 
shift from previous years. For 
example, in 2020, all candi- 
dates needed at least 50 stu- 
dent nominators just to appear 
on the ballot. However, the 
board has some theories as to 
why these numbers were so 
low. 

“The voting period was 
shorter than we usually have, 
and the voting numbers 
showed that [...] This was 
the first time using Micro- 
soft Forms instead of Google 
forms since we now have this 
available through our college 
account. We wonder if some 
students didn’t vote because 
they had to verify their ac- 


count,” said Haskell. 

Despite the low turnout, 
SGA election results have 
been shared via social media 
and NECC’s weekly email up- 
dates. The winners included 
President Franziska Hoene, 
Programing Chair of Law- 
rence Ozgur Sutlu, Program- 
ing Chair of Haverhill Sarah 
Pachano, Marketing Chair 
Toni Pavao and _ Secretary 
MacKenzie Lio-MacDougall. 

“When I found out that 
I won the election, I was in 
shock, and then I became su- 
per excited. I am glad that I 
won because of all the work 
I get to do for SGA,” said 
new SGA President Franziska 
Hoene. 


Hoene’s new position as 
president has left her former 
position as vice president of 
the Haverhill campus vacant. 
This is the second currently 
vacant position alongside trea- 
surer, which had no runners 
this past election. 

“Currently, the main things 
I am working on is the Golden 
Lamp Award and the NECC 
wifi problem,” said Hoene. 

This past election also wel- 
comed three new members 
onto the SGA board, includ- 
ing Programming Chair of 
Lawrence Ozgur Sutlu, Pro- 
graming Chair of Haverhill 
Sarah Pachano, and Secretary 
MacKenzie Lio-MacDougall. 

“Franziska has been a 


great president already, and 
Stephanie Haskell is an amaz- 
ing adviser [...] I wanted to 
contribute and participate in 
the school, and I know my 
strengths, and I thought I 
could be more of service in the 
programming chair or market- 
ing,” said new Programming 
Chair Haverhill Sarah Pacha- 
no. 

Students interested in be- 
coming a member can find 
information via SGA’s black- 
board page under student life 
on www.necc.mass.edu. Ad- 
ditional election news will 
be available through NECC’s 
weekly email updates and @ 
neccsga and @neccstuden- 
tlife. 


PACE program helps students succeed 


By ADELA VILORIO 
Correspondent 

PACE helps students suc- 
ceed 

By Adela Vilorio, Corre- 
spondent April 1, 2022 

Pathway to Academic and 
Career Excellence also known 
as PACE is a Student Support 
Services program funded by a 
TRiO grant from the U.S. De- 
partment of Education. 

The PACE program be- 
gan at NECC in 1980 and it 
is still expanding. While at- 
tending NECC students can 
be eligible through four ways. 
One is if neither of their par- 


By JOHNNA PADVAISKAS 
Correspondent 


The end of the semes- 
ter is nearing faster than 
you might expect, that 
also means the process of 
transferring is underway. 

For many students the 
spring semester is when 
they start looking to trans- 
fer to a four-year school af- 
ter finishing their associate’s. 

Attending a  communi- 
ty college, such as Northern 
Essex is a great way to save 
money and to determine your 
major before going for your 
bachelor’s degree, and luckily 


ents have a bachelor’s degree. 
Another way is students who 
are first-generation college 
students. They also look at a 
student’s financial aid status to 
see if students meet the finan- 
cial guidelines. Lastly is If a 
student works with the CARS 
office at-Northern Essex they 
may also be eligible. 

Kristen Arnold PACE Di- 
rector who has been working 
in PACE at Northern Essex for 
almost 14 years and has been 
the director for almost’ five 
years says, “I would encour- 
age students to work hard be- 
cause if they can be successful 


at NECC they can be success- 
ful at a four-year school too.” 

Along with Arnold the 
PACE program consists of 
three other members. Jessica 
Rocker, PACE Transfer Ad- 
viser offers her service for a 
seamless transfer. S 

heila Corsaro PACE Aca- 
demic Adviser sets students 
pathways the minute they en- 
ter NECC. 

Christine Carbone PACE 
Data Specialist completes the 
team by exerting her skills to 
further the program. 

The program also has two 
mentors who constantly check 


up on students making sure 
their needs are fulfilled. 

Every year they accept 258 
students — they currently 
have about 30 openings and 
are looking to fill those spots 
for this year. 

The program has a lot of 
beneficiary factors that help 
students further their academ- 
ic achievements. 

One activity they offer is 
weekly workshops. 

“Every week we offer a 
new workshop with a different 
topic that is relevant to what’s 
happening at that time of the 
year at the college,” Arnold 


The season of transferring 


there are some great programs 
that are available to help. 

Some of these programs 
include the Massachusetts 
Independent College Guar- 
antee which is a partnership 
agreement between NECC 
and private colleges and uni- 
versities in Massachusetts. 

After obtaining your as- 
sociate’s degree at NECC 
you then would apply to 
one of the private col- 
leges on the list and would 
be guaranteed admission. 


The eligibility for a student 
must be an associate’s degree 
from a community college 
and a minimum GPA of 2.5. 


The other option is the Mass 
Transfer Pathways which 
has three pathways you can 
choose from to save up to 40% 
on your bachelor’s degree. 

Shakira Andino, an ad- 
visor at NECC, encourages 
students to attend commu- 
nity college then transfer. 

“It’s the same education, at 
a better cost. You have more 
freedom to live your life at a 
four-year school, but you learn 
to manage your money at 
community college,” she said. 
“There’s such a stigma to com- 
munity college, but it’s up to 
you to get the work done.” 

Some tips she would give 


would be to think about 
whether you want to be close 
to home and to visit campus- 
es to see if you find it and its 
surroundings comfortable. 

Aryanna Poirier recent- 
ly just transferred to UMass 
Lowell after attaining her asso- 
ciate’s degree in psychology. 

“I wanted to transfer to 
UMass Lowell because I knew 
people who went and loved it, 
and I knew that their psych pro- 
gram was good,” she said. “It 
was also relatively close to my 
residence which was a plus!” 

Some advice she would 
offer would be to get in 
touch with your advisors. 


says. 

These workshops are built 
in to keep students on track 
during the school year. 

Workshops. provide _ stu- 
dents with tools that can help 
her/him successfully in trans- 
ferring and in his/her career. 

The program also offers 
field trips. They pick 10-14 
schools in the year for field 
trips, mostly four-year col- 
leges and universities that 
include on-campus tours and 
transfer information sessions. 
Trips are 100% free and the 
only requirement is that stu- 
dents are an active PACE par- 


“Get in touch with ... ad- 
visors, both from NECC and 
from UMass Lowell as soon 
as possible. They’re there to: 
help you, and most of them 
are wonderful at their jobs!” 

Some other notes of advice 
are to know when deadlines 
are and what they’re appli- 
cation process is like as it 
may differ from each school. 

The transfer programs 


can be found on the NECC 


website under the learn tab. 
Transferring schools 
shouldn’t have to be difficult. 
Just make sure to use your 
resources and go wherev- 
er you think is the best fit. 


Page 7 * NECC Observer * 


ril 7, 2022 


() observer.necc.mass.édu 


By SuHaun Hoop 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

Shaun Hood: Tell us about 
the premise of Lighten Up. 
What’s it about, and what do 
you know about the creative 
process behind writing the 
play? 

Brianne Beatrice: Lighten 
Up is a seven-vignette come- 
dy written by New York City 
comic playwright, Peter Zach- 
ari. The play is very indicative 
of the title, meaning Peter uses 
the construct of comedy to al- 

- low the audience to laugh at 
the absurdity of life... At the 
end of each vignette, there’s 
always a very poignant mes- 
sage... and it’s laugh-out- 
loud funny. At the same time, 
there’s a special meaning be- 
hind the play, which is to en- 
joy life and to not take every- 


Arts & Entertainment 


thing so seriously. 

SH: I know that you put 
together the Fall 2021 produc- 
tion of Tiny Beautiful Things. 
However, that was the first 
in-person play of the pandem- 
ic here at NECC. Here’s hop- 
ing that live theater is here to 
stay right now. I’m sure that 
you’re now more grateful than 
ever to be working with the- 
ater students like this again. 
What is it like to be producing 
live theater again? Are you 
100% back in the groove of all 
of it now that Tiny Beautiful 
Things just happened this past 
fall? — 

BB: Well, I’m incredibly 
grateful to be doing live the- 
ater again. Yeah, I’m back in 
the groove. I love producing 
theater. I think, because of 
the pandemic and because of 


~4j @neccobserver 


COVID, the best way to cele- 
brate theater right now and to 
bring the community together 
is to continue this academ- 
ic year with outdoor theater, 
which I think is the most safe 
way as we’re still making our 
way through COVID and the 
challenges that theater has 
faced. 

So yeah, this whole 2021- 
2022 academic year is out- 
doors and, hopefully, we will 
return indoors in the fall. 

SH: Is there anything else 
that you’re working on or that 
you have coming up in the the- 
ater program that you would 
like our readers to know 
about? 

BB: Yeah. We’ve got some 
really great courses. I’m offer- 
ing a course called Summer 
Theater that will happen this 


“The Batman” Movie Review 


By Ryan GRIFFIN 
Correspondent 

On Mar. 4 2022, “The 
Batman” was released in 
theaters. “The Batman” is 
one of the most beloved he- 
~ roes of all time, worthy of 
being compared to heroes 
such as Spider-Man and Su- 
perman. The Batman was 
directed by Matt Reeves, 
and written by him and Peter 
Craig. The film takes place 
in its own universe and has 
no connection to the previ- 
ous Batman appearances in 
the DC Extended Universe, 
where Ben Affleck played 
Batman, in films such as 
“Batman V _ Superman: 
Dawn of Justice” and “‘Jus- 
tice League.” 

Batman is played by 
Robert Pattinson in this 
new movie; Pattinson is 
very well known for his 
roles in movies such as 
“Twilight” and “The Light- 
house.” Many were at first 
confused to see Robert Pat- 
tinson play the role as Bat- 
man, however, most people 
have become accustomed to 
it since the movie’s release. 
Joining Pattinson in a sup- 


porting role is Zoé Krav- 
itz as Catwoman. Kravitz 
is known for her roles in 
“X-Men: First Class” and 
“Mad Max: Fury Road.” 
Paul Dano plays as The 
Riddler, has _ previously 
been played by Jim Carrey 
in “Batman Forever.” Paul 
was. known for his work on 
the independent film scene 
and even Broadway. Andy 
Serkis, most well known for 
playing Gollum in the Lord 
of the Rings Trilogy, plays 
as Bruce Wayne’s butler, 
Alfred. Other actors like 
Jeffrey Wright and Colin 
Farrell are in “The Batman” 
as James Gordon and the 
Penguin respectively. 

When it comes 
to the film’s reception, “The 
Batman” has blown many 
expectations out of the wa- 
ter. This film has become 
one of the most beloved in 
the 2020’s. Rotten Toma- 
toes has the film at an 85% 
for the Critics consensus 
and an 88% on the Audi- 
ence consensus. IMDb also 
has this film at an 8.4/10. 
“The Batman” has become 
a beloved entry of the Bat- 


man franchise and superhe- 
roes as a whole. 

When students were 
asked about the film here at 
NECC, many were pleas- 
antly surprised by how well 
done the film. was. Some 
have stated it to be “one of 
the best superhero films of 
all time,” and praised the 
work of the cast during this 
film. Many have also stated 
that they loved the work of 
Robert Pattinson as Batman/ 
Bruce Wayné, dubbing him 
as “The best incarnation of 
the character since Chris- 
tian Bale”. Many also gave 
praise to Zoé Kravitz and 
Paul Dano for their roles 
as Catwoman and Riddler 
respectively. Some even 
praised the use of practical 
effects and how very mini- 
mal the CGI was used. 

The Batman has 
become a beloved moy- 
ie for people alike. While 
some wish the film was a 
bit shorter, many have had 
few negative things to say 
about it, and it will go down 
in history as one of the best 
Batman films of all time. 
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Q&A with Theater 


Professor Brianne Beatrice 
NECC Theater is producing the Spring play, “Lighten Up” 


summer, where we will ex- 
plore a variety of topics and 
hopefully begin the process 
of developing our fall produc- 
tion. I’m offering a brand new 
class for fall, which is Impro- 
visation Voice & Movement as 
well as an Introduction to The- 
ater Class. 

So all of those things are 
exciting. We’re going to par- 
ticipate in the Lawrence Arts 
Festival this summer ... and 
please be in touch with me 
if you’d like to participate in 
that. 

SH: In our previous print 
edition of the Observer, we 
covered the Oscar nomi- 
nations. The winner of this 
year’s Best Picture award was 
CODA! I know that your stu- 
dent from Salem State played 
a role in the movie. No matter 


how small or large the role is, 
how does it feel to see your 
own student in such a major 
movie? After all you are their 
acting teacher. 

BB: Amazing, _ actually. 
This is my former student and 
his name is Stephen Caliskan 
and he was exceptionally tal- 
ented. I’m super proud and not 
surprised that he’s working 
and was able to participate in 
that film and with all the ac- 
colades that came. I’m always 
incredibly proud to see my 
students succeeding. 

That’s the point of educa- 
tional theater is to give them 
the confidence and the skill 
set to pursue their dreams and 
Stephen’s doing that. 

See the back page for more 
information about the spring 
theater production. 
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Spotlight on the Center for Liberal Arts 
The many services offered at the Center for Liberal Arts 


By ALEX MAHONEY 
Features Editor — 


The Center for Liberal 
Arts is the home for all of 
the Liberal Arts students 
here at Northern Essex 
Community College. There 
are many students who fall 
under the umbrella of liber- 
al arts at NECC. Professor 
Kimberley Lyng, a liberal 
arts program coordinator 
said, “There’s a pure liber- 
al arts degree and then there 
are some other areas of the 
liberal arts you can get de- 
grees in,” 

Some examples of those 
degrees that fall under the 
liberal arts category are phi- 
losophy, journalism/com- 
munications, writing, and 
psychology. 


Located in the Spurk 


Isabelle Gagne, 


ee | 


want students in the Liberal Arts Division 
to know that they have a place where they are 


welcome,. 
- Amy Callahan 
Dean of the Liberal Arts 


45 


Building in room C209, the 
center for liberal arts offers 
a variety of services for its 
students. As Kimberley 
Lyng puts it, “The Liber- 
al Arts Center is located in 
the Spurk Building in room 
C209 and is a wonderful 
space students can use to 
study or work on assign- 
ments or meet with friends 
or get help with advising. 
We have computers and a 


printer in the Center as well. 


as several comfy chairs and 
a large table that can be used 
for study groups or learning 


communities.” 

Amy Callahan, dean of 
the liberal arts program at 
Northern Essex Community 
College says, “The Center 
for Liberal Arts offers ser- 
vices for advising, regis- 
tration, computer worksta- 
tions, printing, faculty office 
hours, and general informa- 
tion about degree programs 
and college resources. We 
also host events related to 
the academic life of our stu- 
dents, provide snacks, and 
offer a place for students to 
hang out or study.” 


Furthermore, the liberal 
arts adviser, Shakira Andino 
can be found in the Center 
for Liberal Arts and can an- 
swer any kind of registra- 
tion questions that a liberal 
arts student may have. 

Like everything else in 
the world, the covid 19 pan- 
demic has offered unique 
challenges for the Center 
for Liberal Arts. 

One of the chief aims 
of the center is to provide 
a place where liberal arts 
students can connect face 
to face. Of course, the pan- 
demic has made this excep- 
tionally difficult. 

However, despite the 
challenges, the Center for 
Liberal Arts is remaining 
strong. 

As Lyng puts it, “despite 
the obstacles, everyone has 


done a really nice job step- 
ping up and trying to still 
connect with each other 
whether it’s through Zoom 
or some in person activi- 
tes 

Callahan states, “I want 
students in the Liberal Arts 
Division to know that they 
have a place where they are 
welcome, and that we will 
be bringing our full array of 
services and events back to 
the Center for Liberal Arts 
as we all return fully to cam- 
pus.” 

Overall, the Center of 
Liberal Arts has a very tal- 
ented and dedicated staff 
and unique and important 
services to offer that have 
the potential to enrich the 
life of any liberal arts stu- 
dent at NECC. 


WHAT DO! DO WITH THIS DEGREE? 


PSYCHOLOGY 
CAREERS - 


an essential member of 
the NECC community 


By ALEX MAHONEY 


Correspondent 

Isabelle Gagne is a professor here at Northern Es- 

sex community college and she is a valuable part of the 
NECC community. 

However, she has unfortunately dealt with many is- 
sues because of covid in her job like many people have. 

Gagne has been teaching online classes for some 
time now. 

Gagne says, “I've been teaching online for many 
years. I think it’s just a different modality of teaching 
and learning. I think what's important is that students 
think about their preferred learning style as well as their 
strengths and weaknesses. They should pick a class mo- 
dality where they will be engaged in the material and 
motivated to learn” 

Gagne also believes that online classes have had cer- 
tain consequences for her and for her students. 

When asked what has been difficult about online 
classes, Gagne said, “The most difficult thing for me is 
not meeting my students. I love engaging with my stu- 
dents and I often learn from them how to be a better 
teacher and a better human overall. Students bring me 
joy and help me remember why I do what I do” 


Gagne also said that there have been disadvantages ° 


to students in online classes, she said, “Yes, I think it’s 
more difficult (but not impossible) to create genuine 
connections and deep learning. I think when students 
say: “I didn’t learn anything” they mean they don't 
know how the content is useful and how they can ap- 
ply it to their lives. It's important to explain to students 
how what they are learning can be applied to their own 
individual lives.“ - 


GUEST SPEAKERS PANEL 
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Getting to know Dan Blair 


By DANIEL HENRICK 
Correspondent 


For Dan Blair, who serves 
as the Northern Essex Com- 
munity College athletic direc- 
tor, there is no off-season, he 
has a hand in every sport and 
sporting activity at NECC. 

Blair is entering his fifth 
school year as of 2021-2022 
as our school athletic director. 
Daily tasks for Blair include 
scheduling practices and offi- 
cials for games, overseeing all 
facilities and communicating 
with other athletic directors 
from different regions. 

Before arriving at Northern 
Essex in 2018, Blair was em- 
ployed for 10 years at Franklin 
Pierce University located in 
Rindge, N.H., serving in var- 
ious roles. 

He began as the university’s 


NCAA compliance coordina- 
tor in 2007. 

In February of 2009 he was 
promoted to assistant athletic 
director. In Early 2015 he rose 
to the position of associate di- 
rector. 

During this time, he super- 
vised all the Franklin Pierce’s 
sports activities over his final 
two and a half years at the uni- 
versity. 

Then Blair departed from 
Franklin Pierce University to 
join Northern Essex in the fall 
of 2017. 

Blair successfully led the 
sports program throughout 
the duration of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Northern Essex was 
among one of a few schools in 
the region able to play. “Be- 


ing the only community col- 
lege in Massachusetts and one 
of only three in New England 
to play last year, we became a 
model for how to run the ath- 
letic program through COVID 
for other schools in the region 
to follow,” Blair said. 

During Blair’s tenure the 
sports department has thrived. 
The baseball team is consid- 
ered among the best in the 
country. In Blair’s inaugural 
year at Northern Essex the 
baseball team claimed an XXI 
region championship and lat- 
er achieved a District F win 
which advanced them to the 
college world series in Nash- 
ville, Tenn. The volleyball 
team has also claimed a pair 
of Region XXI champion- 


ships. In the 2019-2020 season 
men’s ‘soccer and women’s 
basketball teams made a re- 
turn to Northern Essex and for 
the first time esports appeared 
at NECC. 

The number of students 
participating in the athletic 
program have risen exponen- 
tially. “ 

We’ve grown from 43 stu- 
dent athletes to about 150 and 
we have over 200 enrolled 
students interested in the pro- 
gram each year,” Blair said. 

Despite a top-notch sports 
program, the aspect he is 
most proud of is “seeing the 
students succeed both in the 
classroom and athletics.” 

Blair graduated from 
Bridgewater State University 


in 2006 earning a degree in 
psychology and special ed- 
ucation. Then he went on to 
Franklin Pierce University 
where he received his master’s 
degree in sports facility man- 
agement. Over Blair’s time 
at Bridgewater state, he took 
part in the school’s track and 
field and cross-country teams 
for four years while he was a 
student. He also spent a single 
year coaching the track and 
field team at Bridgewater. 

Blair lives in Newburyport, 
with his wife Amy, as well as 
his two daughters, Kennedy, 
and Mackenzie. 

Outside of NECC -he en- 
joys golfing, traveling with his 
family and doing yard work. 


Blair named athletic director of the year 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 


On March 15 NECC Ath- 
letic Director Dan Blair was 
named National Association 
of Collegiate Athletic Direc- 
tor’ Athletic Director of the 
year. 

They only give that award 
to one person of each division 
on the athletic department. 

This school year the wom- 
en’s volleyball and the men’s 
basketball team went to the 
region 21, but finals eventu- 
ally they lost. 

“Tt is a nice honor to re- 
ceived honestly I think it’s an 
award for the whole college 
with the administration sup- 
port, student, coaches, faculty 
and staff, none of it would’ve 
been all possible so the col- 
lege provides everything the 
students and coaches I’m just 
guiding the ship,” Blair said. 

- He never thought off win- 
ning this award. 

“[’m pleased to be recog- 


nized with the other winners 
from across all seven divi- 
sions and to be recognized 
with some of the folks from 
the Division | and NCAA 4 
year level. It is great and you 
know I look forward whenev- 
er the award presentation is 
out in June I’m looking for- 
ward to go to the convention 
again its going to be my first 
time since 2019 when we had 
it in person so just to see peo- 
-ple again to it is exciting, he 
said. 

One of his first people he 
told when he won the award- 
was his wife “I think the pres- 
ident’soffice found out before 
I did about the award. I think 
first person that I told was my 
wife and Pll let her tell oth- 
er people... she told some 
people and then some other 
athletic director in the league 
they got the public announce- 
ment the same time I did they 


reach out to me as well...” he 
said. 

I asked Dan Blair if he is 
comfortable where he is at 
right know in the Athletics 
Department © 

“I don’t think I am speak- 
ing to myself, elf I think I 
am speaking small college 
athletic director all around 
New England and all around 
the country honestly we need 
more female student ath- 
letes,” he said. 

“We’re always trying new 
things to get them, we’re- 
heading in the right direction 
but it can always be better. I 
wish I can get every wom- 
en athletic program in the 
college o be successful and 
competitive as our volleyball 
program for women. that’s 
kinda the bench mark for all 
the women’s program here 
were making stuff in the right 
direction...” Blair said. 
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Tringale tosses second no hitter 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 


First pitch for the Knights 
game 2 of a doubleheader was 
at 2:50 p.m. on April 2. The 
Knights were looking for a 
sweep after winning the first 
game. The Knights defeated 
Quinsigamond Community 
College 16-0. 

In the first inning, the 


' Knights’ Kevin Rodriguez of 


Manchester, N.H., walked. 


_ Chris Bear of Boston ground 


out for the second out. Ro- 
driguez was on second base 
when Nicholas White of 
Townsend hit a double that 
landed in front of the left field. 
Rodriguez had to move just 
90 feet not knowing if the left 
fielder would catch it or not. 
The Knights had a runner in 
scoring position with one out 
when Jared Coppola of Lynn 
hit a deep fly ball between 
right center field on the warn- 
ing track that scored Rodri- 
guez from third. Joseph Settle 
of Melbourne, Fla., hit an RBI 
double. Richard Matos De La 
Cruz of Boston hit a ground- 
ball to short for the third out 
of the inning. 

The Knights had Todd Trin- 
gale of Saugus on the mound. 
The last time he pitched he 
threw a no hitter on March 27. 
Tringale walked Jose Curet 
of Worcester. He struck out 
Steven Thomas of Worcester 
swinging Colin Fitzgerald of 
Auburn ground out a short 
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roller to the pitcher. Tringale 
threw it to first in time for the 
out. Luis Rodriguez of May- 
nard hit a ground ball to the 
first baseman for the final out 
of the inning. 

In the second inning Cop- 
pola hit a single through left 
field. Lucas Berube of Digh- 
ton got in first on a throwing 
error by the shortstop. Clay 
Campbell of Goffstown, N.H., 
went to third. The Knights had 
runners in the corners with 
nobody out when Kyle Hsu 
of Brookline hit a double that 
scored Campbell to make it 
3-0 Knights. Rodriguez struck 
out with runners on second 
and third. Bear connected for 
a 2 RBI double to make it 5-0 
Knights. White connected 
with an RBI single to make it 
6-0. Coppola was at the plate 
when White stole second and 
Coppola struck out looking on 
a high pitch. Berube hit a fly 
ball to center field for the third 
out. 

Quinsigamond’s Brandon 
Hart of Spencer ground out 
to the shortstop Campbell for 
the first out of the next inning. 
Tringale strike out Benjamin 
Borrero of Worcester looking 
for the second out of the in- 
ning. Tringale then struck out 
Jordan Molina of Webster. 

In the third inning Matos De 
La Cruz got a base hit. Camp- 
bell got hit and stole second. 
Berube hit the ball under the 
glove of the third baseman that 
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scored 2 more Knights runs 
and the Knights were up 8-0. 
Berube went to third on a wild 
pitch. Hsu scored the ninth run 
of the game, he hit a double as 
Rodriguez was up and he hit 
a fly ball to first for the first 
out of the inning. Bear made 
it 10-0 with a double down the 
third base line. White hit a 2 
run home run to make it 12-0. 
Coppola got a base hit. Settle 
hit into a fielders choice. Ma- 
tos De la Cruz struck out look- 
ing for the third out at the top 
of the 3rd inning. 

Quinsigamond’s Mick Sul- 
livan of Dudley bunted on the 
third base line. Coppola didn’t 
have a great grip when he was 
going to pick it up and the run- 
ner was safe without a throw 
as it was a error on the third 
baseman Coppola. Sullivan 
stole second. He struck out the 
next two batters. He issued a 
walk to Stephen: Thomas of 
Worcester and Colin Fitzger- 
ald of Auburn ground out to 
Campbell for the final out of 
the third. 

In the fourth inning Camp- 
bell was at the plate when he 
groundout to the shortstop for 
the first out of the inning. Be- 
rube flied out to right and Hsu 
singled to right field. Rodri- 
guez on the first pitch that he 
saw hit a double that scored 
Hsu from first. The Knights 
were up 13-0 when he hit a 
ground ball to shortstop. The 
shortstop dove to catch the 
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Photo by Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 
Jarred Coppola of Lynn at the plate with runners in scor- 


ing position. 
ball but he threw to first wild 
and the Knights had first and 
third with 2 out when White 
scored a 3 run home run to 
make it 16-0. 

“T made a little adjustment 
between games, fouled, got 
into my legs more and defi- 
nitely off the bat I knew it was 
gone...,” White said after the 
game. 

Coppola flied out to the first 
baseman to end the inning top 


of the 4th. Tringale strike out 


the side. 

In the fifth inning Settle hit 
a line drive to the third base- 
man for the first out of the in- 
ning. Matos De La Cruz dou- 
bled off the wall. Campbell hit 
a groundball to second over 
the leaping try of the Quinsig- 
amond player and on to right 
field for a hit. Hsu hit a fly ball 
to the right field for the third 
out as. 
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In the bottom of the fifth, 
Tringale was on the mound. 
He was on his way pitching a 
no hitter in just six days apart 
from his last start. Tringale 
struck out Molina. He walked 
Sullivan and Jeremy Rodri- 
guez of Worcester hit a ground 
ball to first for the second out 
of the inning Tringale com- 
plete dhis no hitter by Jose 
Curet of Worcester grounding 
out to short to end the game. 

“Throughout the whole 
game I had a feeling but my 
main goal is just to stay on 
my pitches and execute ev- 
ery pitch,” Tringale said after 
the game. “I think the biggest 
thing that been working for — 
me is just trusting my pitches 
just making sure I hit my spots 
trusting my catcher when he 
makes the call and then exe- 
cute the pitch.” 
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Knights baseball extend their winning streak to nine straight 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports 
Editor 

On April 2 the Knights trav- 
eled to Worcester for a double 
header against Quinsigamond 
Community College. 

The first pitch was at 11:55 
a.m. The Knights won game 1 
of the doubleheader 5-2. 

The Knights also won the 
first game of the series on Fri- 
day. 

“It is always important to 
get off to a good start. When- 
ever you can win game | it 
puts you in a driver’s seat of 
a series. Certainly it was good 
to get game | in,” Coach Jeff 
Mejia said. 

Steven Thomas of Worces- 
ter for Quinsigamond was on 
the mound. The Knights Nick 
Panzini of Methuen led off the 
game with a walk. Chris Bear 
of Boston ground out for a 
double play. Nicholas White 
of Townsend ground out to 
shortstop. The Knights went 
quiet in the first. 

The Knights had Alex 
Sweeney of Raymond, N.H., 
on the mound. Jose Curet of 
Worcester groundout to Clay 
Campbell of Goffstown, N.H., 
for the first out of the inning. 
Neyffi Sanchez of Worces- 
ter hit a single to right field. 
Thomas hit a fly ball to the 
center fielder Joseph Settle of 
Melbourne, Fla., for the sec- 
ond out. Sanchez stole second. 
Colin Fitzgerald of Auburn hit 
the ball to the opposite field to 
right field to end the inning. 
Both teams were scoreless in 
the first. 

In the second inning Jared 
Coppola of Lynn struck out 
looking for the first out of the 
inning. Joseph Settle flew out 
to center for the second out. 
Richard Matos De La Cruz 
of Boston in his first at bat of 
the game after missing a few 
games due to an injury hit an 
opposite field double off the 
wall on a 3-2 count. 

“Great great just having 
him back let’s see how he 
feels tomorrow and if he feels 
good tomorrow he will be hit- 
ting BP (batting practice) on 
Monday and he will be good 
to go,” Mejia said. 

The Knights had runners 
in scoring position for Camp- 
bell flied out to the left fielder 
for the third out of the inning. 
Sweeney walked the first two 


Knights in action against Quinsigamond Community College 


batters and struck out the next 
two batters. Sweeney escaped 
out of trouble as Quinsiga- 
mond did not score. 

In the third inning Luis 
Colon of Lawrence ground 
out to the pitcher for the first 
out of the inning. Kyle Hsu 
of Brookline hit a double off 
the wall and the Knights had a 
runner in scoring position with 
one out. 

A few pitches later Hsu 
got caught stealing at third. 
Panzini walked and stole sec- 
ond. Bear was at the plate 
when there was an error by 
the shortstop. He didn’t grab 
the ball cleanly. and he saw 
Panzini was heading home. 
Panzini stopped and the short- 
stop threw the ball at third and 
Panzini was in a run down. He 
managed to score on a throw- 
ing error by the third baseman. 

Bear went to third. White hit 
an RBI single and he stole sec- 
ond while Coppola was at the 
plate. The left fielder misread 
the ball because of the sun and 
White scored from second and 
Coppola was on second when 
Settle flied out to the second 
baseman. The Knights scored 
3 runs and they were up 3-0. 

Sweeney walked Jose Cu- 
ret of Worcester. Curet stole 
second and Sweeney walked 
Sanchez, leading off the 3rd 
inning walking the first two 
batters he faced. Mejia went 
to the mound to control his 
pitcher. 

Thomas was batting when 


Sanchez stole second. Quin- 
sigamond had runners in 
scoring positions on second 
and third when Sweeney left 
a pitch up and Thomas hit a 
single to left that scored two 
runs. An error by Panzini in 
left field allowed the bases to 
be loaded for Quinsigamond. 
Sweeney struck out Luis 

Rodriguez of Maynard 
swinging. Brandon Hart of 
Spencer was at the plate when 
he hit a ground ball to first 
that Quinsigamond traded an 
out for a run. Quinsigamond 
reloaded the bases when Ben- 
jamin Borrero of Worcester 
walk edand Jordan Molina of 
Webster struck out and Quin- 
sigamond left the bases load- 
ed. The Knights were up 3-2 
heading to the fourth inning. 

In the fourth inning Matos 
De La Cruz struck out look- 
ing, Campbell hit an opposite 
field single in front of the left 
fielder. The pitcher had really 
close eyes on Campbell as he 
was threatening to steal. The 
Knights had the hit and run. 
Campbell was going to second 
while Colon hit a ground ball 
to the shortstop. The shortstop 
threw the ball to first for the 
first out of the inning. A throw- 
ing error by the catcher when 
he throw the ball to third while 
Campbell was going allowed 
him to score and the Knights 
were up 4-2 when Hsu hit a 
line drive up the middle. Pan- 
zini grounded out to first to 
end the top of the inning. 
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The Knights had a new 
pitcher Tristan Ciampa of 
Wilmington. Ciampa_ struck 
out Mick Sullivan of Dud- 
ley in three pitches. Curet hit 
a ground ball to the pitcher. 
Ciampa under handed threw 
the ball to first for the second 
out of the inning. He walked 
Sanchez and he stole second. 
Thomas ground out to White 
for the third out. 

In the fifth inning, Bear 
was at the plate when he hit 
a line drive to the first base- 
man for the first. out. White 
doubled between right center 
field. Coppola flied out to the 
left fielder for the second out. 
Settle ground out to third. The 
third baseman didn’t come 
up cleanly and everyone was 
safe. The Knights had runners 
in the corners when Matos De 
La Cruz strike out. 

When Quinsigamond was 
up, Firtzgerald struck out. 
With one out in the inning, 
Luis Rodriguez was batting. 
He hit the a ground ball over 
the leaping Coppola and the 
ball went to centerfield. Bran- 
don Hart of Spencer walked 
and Benjamin Borrero of 
Worcester struck out looking. 
Ciampa struck out Molina to 
end the inning. 

In the sixth inning Camp- 
bell struck out looking. Kev- 
in Rodriguez of Manchester, 
N.H., was in to pinch hit when 
he struck out looking Kyle 
Hsu flied out to the left fielder. 

The Knights had a new 


pitcher to pitch the sixth in- 
ning Jack Swarbrick of Haver- 
hill came in to pitch. Sullivan 
got hit by a pitch Curet bunt- 
ed with one out in the inning. 
Sanchez hit a double down the 
corner and Quinsigamond had 
runners on second and third. 
Thomas ground out to the 
pitcher. Swarbrick checked the 
runner at third before throw- 
ing to first for the second out 
of the inning. It was a passed 
ball on the catcher. Berube run 
to get the ball he throw it to the 
pitcher and the runner was out 
at home and Quinsigamond 
did not score in that inning. 

In the seventh inning Pan- 
zini was at the plate when 
he singled the first pitch that 
he saw. Bear was at the plate 
when Panzini stole the base. 
It was a productive out for 
Bear as he fly out to right field 
and Panzini taged up to third. 
White scored the fifth run of 
the game on the sac fly as the 
Knights traded an out for a run. 


Campbell was out on a slow - 


roller on the first base line. 
The Knights had a 3 run lead 
and were 3 outs away from a 
win. Swarbrick was in for his 
second inning of work. Fitz- 
gerald flied out to left field for 
the first out. Rodriguez flied 
out straight to Settle in center 
field for the second out of the 
inning. The Knights were one 
out away from winning game 
1. Swarbrick pitched a 1,2,3 
inning as the Knights defeated 
Quinsigamond 5-2. 
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Knights win first conference game of the season 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Epiror-in-Cuter/ Sports 
Epitor 

On April Fools day NECC 
Knights faced Quinsigamond 
community college the first 
game of a 3 game set over the 
weekend. The Knights defeat- 
ed Quinsigamond 21-1. 

It was also the Knights first 
conference division game of 
the season. 

The Knights had Jayden 
Volker of Coventry on the 
mound -- last time he pitched 
was against Central Maine on 
March 26 when Volker throw 
a no hitter. The Knights de- 
feated Quinsigamond 21-1. I 
asked Mejia how he is going 
to put the right players in the 
field as the Knights is playing 
3 games in the next 2 days “ 
We are in great tip tok shape 
very very thorough program 
so fatigue is not a issue it will 
not be a factor at all,” he said. 

First pitched was 6:57 with 
one out in the inning Jarred 
Coppola of Lynn made a div- 
ing catch at third to robbed 
Neyffi Sanchez of Worcester 
of a hit for the second out of 
the inning. Volker pitched a 
1,2,3 inning in the first. 

Brandon Hart of Spen- 
cer was pitching for Quin- 
sigamond. Nick Panzini of 
Methuen reached first in a 
throwing error by the short- 
stop and he didn’t waste no 
time as he stole second. The 
Knights had runners in scor- 
ing position with nobody out 
Chris Bear of Boston hit an in- 
side the parker 2 run home run 
as the Knights were up 2-0. 
Nicholas White hit a triple and 
scored on an error as the ball 
went into the Knights dug- 
out. Coppola ground out for 
the first out of the inning and 
Joseph Settle of Melbourne 
strike out. Clay Campbell of 
Goffstown N.H. hit a double 
over the first base head Camp- 
bell was left stranded at sec- 
ond after Kyle Hsu of Brook- 
line, N.H. groundout to second 


NECC Knights first conference division game of the season. 


to end the inning. 

On the second inning Volk- 
er walked the first. batter to 
lead off the inning. Coppola 
throw the ball to'second which 
it was a throwing error as the 
ball went to center field and 
the runners were in the corner 
with nobody out. Voelker got 
him self out of trouble without 
scoring a run. 

Lucas Berube of Dighton 
hit a solo home run on the first 
pitched through left field that 
he saw to make it 4-0 Knights 
“It feels good the boys be rol- 
lin all year long and I’m just 
having fun seeing the ball well 
and doing my thing,” Berube 
said. followed a ground roll 
double of Kameron Levesque 
of Hooksett, NH Panzini hit 
a RBI single to make it 5-0 
Knights. 

Chris Bear walked the 
Knights had bases loaded with 
nobody out when Coppola hit 
a ground ball for a double play 
to make it 6-0 Knights. 

The Knights scored the 7 
run on a wild pitched when 


Campbell was batting and 
settle moved to second when 
Campbell hit a base hit up the 
middle to make it 8-0 Knights. 
Berube hit a high fly ball and 
the catcher and the pitcher 
miscommunicate as the ball 
landed in front of them that 
scored the 9 run of the game. 
Levesque hit an opposite field 
bloop double that scored 2 
more Knights run that made it 
11-0. Knights put an 8 spot on 
the second as they really had a 
comfortable 11-0 run. 

On the third inning Volker 
strikeout the first 2 batter after 
giving an opposite field sin- 
gle but he managed record the 
three outs via strikeout. Bear 
reached on first on a error by 
the shortstop as he dropped the 
pop up. 

White hit a double and the 
Knights had second and third 
and nobody out for Coppola at 
the plate and he made it 12-0 
Knights the second baseman 
dropped the ball when Settle 
was at the plate the Knights 
had the bases loaded when 


Photo by Editor-in -Chief/ Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 


Campbell was at the dish he 
made it 13-0 when he got 
ground out from first and the 
run from third scored. 

Hsu struck out. Berube 
walked the Knights had the 
bases loaded for Levesque 
when he hit a bases clear- 
ing double that made it 16-0 
Knights a throwing error by 
the third baseman he throw the 
ball to first wide Panzini went 
to second and Levesque scored 
made it 17-0 Kevin Rodriguez 
came off the bench and he 
walked Mejia send Luis Colon 
of Lawrence to pinch hit for 
White. 

Quinsigamond brought a 
pitching change it was Ben- 
jamin Borrero of Worcester 
Colon strike out to end the 
inning. The Knights were up 
17-0 heading to the fourth. 

Volker night was over as 
Mejia uses his bullpen for the 
4th Tyler McDonald of Haver- 


hill was on the mound. Mc-’ 


Donald strikeout the side for a 
1,2,3 inning. 
Coppola got hit in the first 
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pitched that he saw Settle and 
Campbell walked Knights had 
bases loaded and nobody out 
when Hsu walked to force in 
a run. Knights made it 19-0 
on a walk and Levesque hit 
a groundball short roller to 
make it 20-0 on an infield 
hit. The Knights managed to 
score one more run inning the 
Knights left the bases loaded 
Colon hit a line drive right at 
the pitched for the third out of 
the inning. 

On the Sth inning the 
Knights were 3 outs away from 
the win with one out Quinsig- 
amond had first and second, 
they scored the first run over 
the leaping try of Campbell 
with 2 outs in the inning. 

“Tt feels good, it feels real- 
ly good, that’s what you want 
to do when you play in con- 
ference game hit the ball and 
pitched well and we did that 
all night,” NECC Knights as- 
sistant head coach Evan Glew 
said. 
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Knights Stay hot 


() observer.necc.mass.edu 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 

On March 30, the red hot 
14-2 Knights entered the game 
against Fisher College JV at 
Fraser Field in Lynn with a six 
game winning streak. When 
the Knights faced Fisher JV 
on March 21, the Knights 
won 16-1..On March 30 the 
Knights defeated Fisher JV 
12-2. 

At 6:48 p.m. the umpires 
were at the field. 

Before the game Coach Jeff 


Mejia said he believed that 


Fisher_was going to change 
the game plan a little. 

“Yeah, we already talked, 
he’s got some different guys 
that weren’t here last game 
that will be playing for them 
this game, so I am expecting 
a really competitive game,” 
Mejia said. : 

The Knights had Jack 
Swarbrick of Haverhill on the 
mound to start. 

In the first inning, Fisher 
College had Cameron Lataille 
of North Smithfield, R.I., on 
the mound. Richie Williams 
of Georgetown got hit by a 
pitch and Chris Bear of Bos- 
ton singled. The Knights were 
set up first and third and no 
one out for Nicholas White of 
Townsend at the plate. White 
he drove the first run of the 
game a deep fly ball to right 


- field at the warning track that 


scored Williams from third 
and Bear tagged on the sac 
fly to third. Jarred Coppola 


of Lynn hit a double to left. 


that scored the second run of 
the game. The Knights were 
not done yet. Joseph Settle of 
Melbourne, Fla. brought home 
the third run of the game as 
Coppola and Settle hit back to 
back doubles. The Knights got 
three runs in the inning and 
left Settle who was stranded 
at third. 

Swarbrick struck out the 


- first two of the three batters 


in the inning. The third batter 
grounded out, for a clean one 
two three inning. 

Fisher went to the bullpen 
early as they put Brayane 
Garre of Puerta Plata, Domin- 
ican Republic, on the mound 


in the second inning. The 


first two batters were out af- 
ter Kevin Rodriguez of Man- 


chester, N.H., and Kameron 


Levesque of Hooksett, N.H., 
grounded out. 


&) @neccobserver 


Knights doing their pre game rotine before facing Fisher College JV. 


Williams walked and stole 
second when Bear hit an op- 
posite field single between 
second and third that brought 
the 4th run of the game. 

Swarbrick walked Alejan- 
dro Sola of Trujillo Alto, Puer- 
to Rico, in four pitches and he 
didn’t waste no time in the 
wheels as he stole second. Jer- 
emy Renta of Cagus, Puerto 
Rico, hit an opposite field sin- 
gle. There was a great out field 
assist by Levesque throwing 


out Sola at the plate. Renta 


stole second with 2 outs in the 


“inning, Swarbrick struck out 


Janiel Laracuenta of Cagus, 
Puerto Rico, looking to fin- 
ishthe inning. 

In the third inning the Fal- 
cons brought Bryan Montanez 
of Arroyo, Puerto Rico, on to 
pitch after Coppola ground out 
for the first out of the inning. 
Settle walked and stole sec- 
ond. The Knights had a run- 
ner in scoring position with 
less then two outs when Clay 
Campbell of Goffstown, N.H., 
walked. The Knights had first 
and second with one out when 
Lucas Berube of Dighton 
popped out to the catcher. The 
Knights were trying to double 
steal when the catcher throw 
out Settle at third for the fi- 
nal out of the top of the third. 
The Knights brought in a new 
pitcher, Jagger lovinelli, of 
Huntington Beach, Calif., 
Fisher’s Diego Melendez of 
Toa Alta, Puerto Rico, hit off 
a lead-off single with one out 
in the inning. lovinelli started 
a double play on his own. Jose 
Neris of Caguas, Puerto Rico, 
ground out to Swarbrick. He 


hrew to second the shortstop. 
Campbell threw the ball to 
White to complete the double 
play. 

In the fourth inning Fisher 
brought in Nomar Rosario of 
Fajardo, Puerto Rico, on the 
mound. Levesque hit a boom- 
ing double in right center field 
and Levesque stole third with 
two outs in the inning. Bear 
struck out as the Knights wast- 
ed an opportunity and they did 
not score. 

Fisher’s Luis Lopez of Cat- 


ano, Puerto Rico, hit a single. 


that the right fielder almost 
caught in a leaping try. lovi- 
nelli threw the ball to first as 
Lopez was in a rundown but 
it didn’t matter because the 
second base umpire called a 
balk on Iovinelli. The Falcons 
scored the first run of the game 
on a double over the head 
of Levesque followed by an 
RBI single up the middle by 
Renta. Falcons cut the deficit 
in half. Laracuente hit a single 
through left and the Falcons 
had men on first and second 
with 2 outs when Swarbrick 
strike out Melendez looking. 
In the fifth inning Jose Cruz 
Jr. of Carolina, Puerto Rico 
was on the mound for the Fal- 
cons. White hit a base hit up 
the middle and he stole second 
the very next pitch. Coppola 
walked and the Knights were 
in business on first and second 
with nobody out. The Knights 
were looking for a double steal 
and this time it paid off as both 
runners successfully moved 
90 feet. Settle reached on first 
by error and the Knights had 
the bases loaded and nobody 


out when Campbell hit a rock-~ 


et right field that scored 2 runs 
as the Knights had runners in 
the corners with nobody out. 
Lucas Berube of Dighton suc- 
cessfully sacrificed to bring 
home the 7th run of the game 
as the Knights traded an out 
for a run. Levesque was at the 
plate with 2 outs and Camp- 
bell went to third on a passed 
ball. 

The Knights were leading 
7-2 as they moved on to the 
bottom of the fifth Tristian 
Ciampa of Wilmington was 
on the hill for the Knights. 
Williams almost made an un- 
believable play on a leaping 
catch to rob Neris of extra 
base hits, instead Naris was 
on second with a double. Sola 
struck out looking and the Fal- 
cons didn’t scored. 

In the sixth inning Gerado 
Mollina of Levittown, Puerto 
Rico was on the mound for 
Fisher when he hit Williams 
and he stole second. Bear hit 
an RBI triple and the Knights 
were up 8-2, which brought an 
opportunity of White to score 
the 9th run of the game and he 
did just that. White ground out 
to second for a productive out 
that scored Bear from third. 
Coppola hit a line drive bullet 
that was caught by the third 


baseman for the second out. 


of the inning. Settle singled 
and he stole second. Campbell 
double over the leaping short- 
stop Fontanez. It wasn’t deep 
enough for Settle to score from 
second so he stayed at third. 
The Falcons made a pitching 
change as Evan Delilo of Pea- 
body came to pitch and a 1-2 
count on Berube he flied out to 


theright fielderBen'Sawyerof——"" 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief/Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 


Portland, Maine to end the top 
of the sixth inning. 

Ciampa was about to work 
a 1,2,3 inning not follow- 
ing Laracaurente single on a 
ground ball up the middle that 
Campbell almost made a ter- 
rific play robbing Laracuente 
of a base hit, but unfortunate- 
ly it didn’t go that way but 
it didn’t matter as Melendez 
ground out to third and Cop- 
pola made a terrific play and 
with a strong arm he threw it 
to first to get the final out of 
the inning. 

In the top of the even 
inning William Carpetner of 
Brentwood, N.H.,was pitching 
for the Falcons as Kevin Ro- 
driguez of Manchester, N.H, 
hit a double through left cen- 
ter field. Rodriguez got caught 
stealing at third. Levesque 
and Nick Panzini of Methuen 
walked. Panzini was pinch 
hitting for Williams. Bear 
scored 2 runs on a single that 
advanced to second and third 
on the throwing error. 

“T was trying to get a barrel 
at the wall hit good pitches,” 
Bear said after the game. 

White walked ~~ which 
brought the Fisher manag- 
er out from the dugout for a 
pitching change. The Falcons 
brought Elvin Perez in to 
pitch. The Knights scored the 
12th run on a wild pitch ad- 
vanced White to second 

Settle struck out. Thomas 
Cattaneo of Guilford, Conn., 
was on the mound for the 
Knights. He only gave up a hit 
during the seventh inning and 
a strikeout as the Knights de- 
feated Fisher JV 12-2. 


 “~ 
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By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 

In Game 2 Todd Tringale of 
Saugus was on the mound: The 
Knights shutout Eastern Con- 
neticut State JV 7-0. Trin- 
gale struck out the side. The 
Knights went quietly as well 
in the first inning of game 2. 
Two of the three batters for 
the Knights struck out in the 
inning. 

Tringale walked the first 
batter in the second inning. 
White made a diving play at 
first base. He knocked the ball 
down and stepped on the base 
to rob a hit off Eastern Con- 
necticut. 

Eastern Connecticut JV 
was changing pitchers evy- 
ery inning of both games of 
this double header. With one 
out, Settle walked. Campbell 
struck out. 

Lucas Berube of Dighton 
was batting and the pitcher 
threw a wild pitch and Settle 
stole second. Berube took ad- 
vantage of the runners in scor- 
ing position, hitting an oppo- 
site field single to score home 
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Tringale tosses a no hitter 


the first run of the game. 

In the third inning Tringale 
struck out two of the three 
batters.In the bottom of the in- 
ning Bear and White ground- 
ed out as the Knights left the 
men on third and they did not 
score. 

In the fourth inning Kev- 
in Rodriguez of Manchester, 
N.H., made a nice catch to 
throw out the runner on first. 
The next out was a ground 
out to Campbell at shortstop. 
Tringale struck out the next 
batter to end the inning. 

Coppola began the bottom 
of the fourth with a triple be- 
tween left center field. Set- 
tle walked. The Knights had 
runners on the corners. Settle 
stole second and Campbell 
walked. The bases loaded 
when Berube was at the plate 
as he ground out for a fielder’s 
choice and Rodriguez ground 
out to the second baseman, he 
bobbled it and the run scored, 
the Knights got the third run 
on a double steal. The Knights 
got their fourth run on Panzi- 
ni’s infield single. Williams 


flied out to center field to end 
the forth. 

In the fifth inning Tringale 
began with a strike out. He 
walked a batter and Tringale 
kept throwing to first to keep a 
close eyes on the runner. Trin- 
gale did a good job so the run- 
ner didn’t steal. Tringale got 
the third out on a strikeout. 
White got walked. Coppola 
get on base on an error and 
Luis Colon of Lawrence pinch 


hit for Coppola. Colon got out . 


in second but White took ad- 
vantage and he went home 


for the fifth run of the game. - 


Settle ripped a triple that he 
almost hit it out through left. 
Campbell knocked in the fifth 
run on a single to right Camp- 
bell got out on second trying 
to steal. 

In the top of the six inning 
Bear made a nice play at sec- 
ond and White scooped the 
ball at first for the first out of 
the inning. Tringale struck out 
the batter for the second out 
and Nick White caught a pop 
out to first base. The Eastern 
JV pitcher walked Williams. 


Knights sweep the doubleheader at home opener’ 
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Tringale’s impressive performance. 


Panzini hit an opposite field 
single through right field the 
Knights scored one run that 
inning.Tringale only needed 
three outs for a no hitter. He 
walked the lead off batter in 
the seventh inning. That didn’t 


hurt Tringale as he struck out 
two of the three batters in the 
inning. Tringale pitched a no 
hitter, striking out 13 batters 
as the Knights won the second 
game of the doubleheader, 
7-0. 


Knights win game one of the doubleheader 


By Jose RopRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 

The Knights won _ both 
games of a doubleheader 
against Eastern Connecticut 
State University JV on Sun- 
day, March 27, which was 
their home opener at Trinity 
Stadium in Haverhill. 


The first game was 15-2- 


and Game 2 was 7-0. 

“Tt is always a pleasure to 
play here, a great field (Trin- 
ity Stadium) and they take 
really good care of us gener- 
ally excited every time we get 
a chance to play baseball,” 
Coach Jeff Mejia said. 

First pitch was at 11:57 a.m. 
Dallas Vaughan of Haverhill 
was on the mound. With one 
out he gave up a triple to Em- 
manuel Zaiter to left center 
field. He then gave up a RBI 
single to Petterson Irby. East- 
ern JV only scored one run 
heading to the bottom of the 
first inning. 

Richie Williams of George- 
town walked. A single by 
Chris Bear of Boston followed 
by an RBI single by Jared 


Coppola of Lynn. Joseph Set- 
tle of Melbourne, Fla., brought 
home the second run of the 
game followed by a triple by 
Clay Campbell of Goffstown, 
N.H., to bring home two more 
Knights runs. The Knights 
scored 4 in the first inning and 
they were on top 4 to 1. 

In the second inning 
Vaughan struck out the side. 

“Dallas did great a little 
shaky at the beginning. He set- 
tled in like he normally does. 
He gave us a complete game 
...” Mejia said. 

A new pitcher for Eastern 
JV was pitching when Kamer- 
on Levesque of Hooksett, 
N.H. reached on a throwing 
error by the shortstop. Wil- 
liams hit a single up the mid- 
dle that scored the 4th run of 
the game. Nicholas White of 
Townsend hit a double that 
scored two more runs. The 
runner was in scoring position 
for Campbell when he walked 
on a wild pitch to bring home 
the seventh run of the game. 
The Knights were up 9 to | 
heading to the top of the third 


inning. 

In the third inning Vaughan 
gave up a leadoff walk but 
Eastern JV did not score. 
Levesque hit a liner opposite 
field single. When Williams 
was at the plate Levesque 
stole second. Williams cleared 
the bases with an inside the 
park home run to make it 11-1. 
Coppola was fouling off pitch- 
es. It was a great battle but he 
struck out looking. Campbell 
made it 12-1 on an error by the 
second baseman. The Knights 
made it 13-1 on a walk to Kyle 
Hsu of Brookline, N.H., with 
the bases loaded to force in a 
run. 

In the fourth inning Vaughan 
pitched a 1,2,3 inning. 

A new pitcher for Eastern 
JV was pitching when Wil- 
liams hit a single and White 
hit a triple to score Williams 
from first. The Knights scored 
two more in the fifth to have a 
15-1 lead. Vaughn gave up two 
hits to the first two batters in 
the fourth inning, a chop roller 
to the catcher. He threw it to 
third and the Coppola couldn’t 


catch the ball for the forced 
out at third. As a result the 
bases were loaded and Eastern 
JV scored on a bloop-single to 
right field for the second run 
of the game. 

Vaughn said after the game 
he felt relaxed because he 


Photo by Bryan Thomas 
NECC Knights baseball player Chris Bear at the plate. 


knew his team has such a good 
defense. “....my catcher is 
good, just knowing that you 
have guys around you able to 
make plays, not try to do it too 
much, let them do the stuff for 
you,” Vaughan said. 
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Sweeney tosses a one hitter on the road 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 


In Game 2 of a doublehead- 
er with Central Maine Com- 
munity College, the Knights 
were looking to finish off what 
they started in game 1. 

The Knights won Game 2° 
8-0, a one hitter performance 
of Alex Sweeney of Raymond, 
N.H. 

In the first inning Richie 
Williams of Georgetown 
walked and stole second 
when Chris Bear of Boston 
singled to left center field. 
The Knights scored the first 
run of the game on a double 
steal with runners in the cor- 
ner. Williams was waiting for 
the catcher to throw to second 
so he could score from third 
in the first inning. Nicholas 
White of Townsend connected 
on an opposite field double to 
the corner on left and White 
went to third on a pass ball. 
Joseph Settle of Melbourne, 
Fla., walked. The runners in 
the corner for Kyle Hsu of 
Brookline, N.H., hit a sac fly. 
that scored White from third. 
Settle didn’t re-tag the second 
base as he was going back to 
first on the fly out as a result. 
Central Maine appealed it and 
Settle was out for not re-tag- 
ging. 

“Yep yeah it happens you 
know he did everything right 
the ball was deep enough he 
rounded second well he just 
missed it on his way back to 
first base...,”’ Coach Jeff Me- 
jia said. 

Alex Sweeney was on the 
mound for game 2 of this dou- 

. ble header. Sweeney struck out 
two of the three batters that he 
faced for a 1,2,3 inning. 

Nick Panzini of Methuen 
walked and stole second. The 
Knights had runners in. scor- 
ing position with no one out. 
Kevin Rodriguez of Manches- 
ter, N.H., struck out. Panzini 
went to third on the wild pitch 
and the next pitch Will Bean 
of Milton, Maine, threw it 
was a wild pitch that allowed 
Panzini to score. Kameron 
Levesque of Hooksett, N.H., 
walked and Richie Williams 
hit a come backer to the pitch- 
er that threw to second to try 
to get the forced out, instead 
it was a throwing error. The 
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NECC Knights celebrating a win. 


Knights had the runner on 
the corner when the Central 
Maine manager made a pitch- 
ing change and brought Hunt- 
er Warren of Phillips, Maine, 
to pitch. 

Williams stole second and 
Chris Bear hit a 2 run single to 
make it 6-0. 

Hit and run for the Knights, 
Bear was stealing second and 
White hit a base hit up the 
middle. Runners were in the 
corner when Jarred Coppola 
of Lynn was at the plate. White 
was running when Coppola hit 
a base hit that scored the sev- 
enth runner of the game. Cop- 
pola was called out for inter- 
ference with the shortstop on 
a fly ball. 

“Yeah it happens....It was 
a pop fly the shortstop kinda 
misread it, or the wind possi- 
bly took it, so Jared was trying 
to get.around him and that kid 


jumped back to try to catch the 


ball. It was contact so it is au- 
tomatic interference call once 


again the umpire got it 100 
percent right,” Mejia said. 

Sweeney gave up a single 
in the first and he was trying 
to steal second when Swee- 
ney stepped off the rubber, he 
threw to second and the runner 
was out. Corey Armstrong of 
Monmouth, Maine, got hit by 
a pitch and Caleb Valliere of 
Sabattus, Maine, ground out a 
double play to the pitcher. 

In the third inning the 
Knights didn’t score as War- 


ren struck out two of the three _ 


batters for a clean 1,2,3 inning. 
Sweeny stuck out the side to 
end the third inning. 

In the fourth inning with 
one out Bear hit the ball to 
left field. Warren threw the 
ball to first and the first base- 
man didn’t caught it. It went 
passed him and that allowed 
Bear to go to second White 
singled and stole second with- 
out a throw. Coppola hit a sac 
fly to center field that made 
Bear score from third to make 
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it 8-0. Settle struck out for the 
third out of the inning. 
Central Maine went 1,2,3 in 
the fourth inning. 
In the top of the fifth in- 
ning with two outs Rodri- 
guez walked and stole sec- 


ond. Levesque singled to right’ 


field. The runners were first 
and third when Levesque went 
to second on a passed ball not 
that deep for Kevin Rodriguez 
to score from third. Williams 
ground out to the third base- 
man. 

In the bottom of the fifth 
a nice defense play by Ro- 
driguez took away a base hit 
from Corey Armstrong of 
Monmouth, Maine, as Central 
Maine went 1,2,3 again. 

In the sixth inning after the 
first two hitters for the Knights 
got out Coppola, 

Settle and Hsu _ walked. 
Panzini hit a high pop out to 
the second baseman and the 
Knights didn’t score that in- 
ning. Sweeny retired the side 


in order. 

In the top of the seventh 
inning with one out Levesque 
walked and with two outs in 
the inning he stole second 
on a throwing error by the 
third baseman Caden Truman 
of Norway, Maine. White 
grounded to end the inning. 

Coppola told me how they 
were able to beat this good 
Central Maine team. 

“We played as a team, we 
start together, we hit the ball 
like what we did really well 
we played solid defense and 
overall it was a good win,” 
Coppola said. 

Sweeney pitched a com- 
plete game shutout striking 
out six batters and giving up 
just one hit. 


For additionial stories in- 
cluding one about Mejia’ 200 
career win please go to www. 
observer.necc.mass.edu 
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NECC THEATER MAY" 200% 


GENERAL ADMISSION $15.00 
SENIORS & STUDENTS $10.00 


PETER 


ZACHARI'S 
LA 


What a feeling 


DIRECTED BY ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE PRODUCER ae Slice eaneic: 
BRIANNE BEATRICE SAMANTHA WHEATLEY PROFESSIONAL ACTOR MICHAEL ZUCCOLA 


WARNING: ADULT CONTENT. SHOW NOT RECOMMENDED FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES. 18+ OUTDOOR VENUE 


For more information, tickets, sign language, allergies, etc. please contact & Poster Design 
Theater Coordinator Brianne Beatrice at Bbeatrice@necc.mass.edu c | by Nicole Dean 


